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March 12, 2020 
Dear Parents, 
 
We have been closely monitoring the increased risk of exposure to the novel coronavirus in Fairfield 
County as well as the responses of local schools to this risk. While there are currently no confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in Newtown, we have families that travel to our school from all over 
Connecticut as well as New York. With this in mind, we have decided to close proactively rather 
than waiting for a local case to appear. 
 
This decision was made after much consideration and is coming from a place of calm and a sense of 
responsibility to begin social distancing. This closure includes the cancellation of all school programs 
and events, and the closure of facilities. All of our buildings will be deep cleaned during the closure. 
 
School will be closed as previously scheduled for a staff work day on Friday, March 13th. School will 
then remain closed through March 27th. We recognize this time-frame will need to be reassessed as 
we go along. We are hopeful that we will be able to reopen on March 30th, but at this point are in 
no way certain. During the closure, we will do our best to give parents as much information as 
possible, as it becomes available. 
 
We will be implementing distance learning during this closure.  Our teachers have been considering 
options already and will continue this work together tomorrow during our staff work day. The 
variety of at-home work options will, by necessity, vary by grade. Your teachers will be in touch with 
you toward the end of next week regarding lessons for individual classes as well as parent-teacher 
conferences, which will likely happen via phone. Please support your children, to the extent you are 
able, by providing a consistent rhythm to the day and, for older students, a dedicated work area. 
 
If the closure extends longer than two weeks, we may find it necessary to add make-up days at the 
end of the year. 
 
Please let us know as soon as possible if you or someone you have been in contact with are 
diagnosed with the illness. We want to be here to support you in any way we can. 
 
We understand this change in schedule will be a challenge for some families, but we feel strongly 
that this is the responsible decision as a school and as an employer. The health and safety of our 
community remains our top priority. Thank you for your patience during this unprecedented event. 
Warmly, 
  
The Leadership Council, Board of Trustees, College of Teachers, and Administration 
 


