	
  

	
  

June 1, 2020
Dear HVWS Community,
Our hearts break with the pain erupting across our nation. One of the many things interrupted by
the onset of COVID-19 was a scheduled faculty training with the Center for Racial Justice in
Education in March. We are resolved to redouble our efforts to teach our children to both recognize
and work to address injustice—systemic and individual—and to value the humanity of all people. As
we navigate our current and future circumstances, we are working to bring the Center back, whether
through Zoom over the summer, or in person when we are back on campus. The importance of this
work cannot be overstated.
As we grapple with feelings of sadness, anger, and uncertainty we move forward in our commitment
to bring Waldorf education to our students in 2020-21 and beyond. This summer our teachers will
be looking innovatively at the Waldorf pedagogy while we also plan to incorporate standards of care
for health and safety for our students, faculty, and staff. While we are closely monitoring emerging
information, we are working toward a comprehensive operational plan to guide us through the 202021 academic year. In the event of periods of distance learning next year, our teachers are preparing
to not merely replace one mode of curriculum delivery with another, but to integrate the best of
both to create dynamic lessons that address whatever situation we find ourselves in come fall.
Returning to campus will require significant changes in how we operate, but we are confident that
qualities that make HVWS a special learning community will support us in these new circumstances:
•   multi-year teacher/student relationships,
•   small class sizes
•   project based learning,
•   learning without testing.
Enrollment numbers will determine virtually all aspects of a 2020-21 plan. We are glad to adjust reenrollment deadlines to better support parents, but if you know your plans prior to June 30th, sharing
them with us would assist us tremendously in this planning. We understand it may be difficult to
commit with many unanswered questions; knowing school will look different next year is the one of
the things we can count on. But perhaps the more important thing we can count on is the heart,
creativity, and commitment of your child’s teachers. We believe the best educational decision
remains HVWS, even understanding time is needed to work on our operational plan. To assist
parents in better navigating the various uncertainties their families may be facing, we have modified
the following re-enrollment deadlines, extending them as late as possible, as stated in our prior letter:
•   Our standard deadline for withdrawing from the upcoming school year without further
contractual obligation is June 1. We are extending this deadline to June 30. (Deposits remain
non-refundable.)
•   All administrative fees for late re-enrollment will be suspended until June 30 after which time
the regular fee schedule as noted on re-enrollment contracts will resume: $600 after June 30;
$800 after July 15; and $1000 after August 25.
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HVWS is committed to making it financially feasible for your child to attend school in the fall.
Please reach out with any tuition concerns for the 2020-21 school year to leadership@waldorfct.org.
We also strongly encourage families to purchase tuition insurance. Please visit our Re-enrollment
FAQ, https://www.waldorfct.org/re-enrollment-faq, to read more about how the coverage works.
Thank you to those parents who have joined our Leadership Council office hours. Your feedback
and questions have been invaluable. The next office hours are this afternoon and next Monday,
June 8, from 2-3pm. We may not have all the answers to all your questions yet, but your questions
will help us in our planning. To sign up for office hours, e-mail leadership@waldorfct.org and the
meeting link will be sent to you.
Sending strength in a very difficult time,
The Leadership Council and HVWS COVID-19 Task Force
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