	
  

	
  

July 29, 2020
Dear Parents,
We are pleased to share our initial reopening plan with you, now posted on the Current Parents page
of our website: https://www.waldorfct.org/wp-content/uploads/HVWS-Campus-Reopening-PlanJuly-24-2020.pdf. The plan was written by members of the HVWS COVID-19 Task Force with
input from HVWS faculty, staff, and trustees as well as guidance and insights from colleagues at
other independent schools including members of the Connecticut Association of Independent
Schools (CAIS) and the Association of Waldorf Schools of North America (AWSNA).
We are planning to begin the school year on campus for all grades. There will, of course, be changes
to our procedures this year, so please read the document carefully! We expect we will need to make
modifications to our plans as we go, and we will email you whenever we make significant changes to
this document.
As we approach the final full month of summer break, we would like to draw your attention to a few
points from the document that might require some planning on your part.
Travel:
The State of Connecticut has strict quarantine requirements in place for visitors traveling to CT
from areas with high rates of COVID-19 infection. If you have any travel plans that will occur
within 14 days of the start of school, please make sure you are aware of any quarantine requirements.
If your child will miss the start of school because of a required quarantine, please let us know in
advance.
Masks:
As you know, face coverings are required for an indoor, in-person return to campus in Connecticut.
(Our Early Childhood students are not required to wear masks.) Many adults carry anxiety over
mask-wearing and may transfer this anxiety to their children. Please know that initial reports from
our colleagues who are holding summer programs indicate that children are exceedingly adaptable
and are managing the mask-wearing very well. To help alleviate any anxiety you might hold and to
make the process easier on your child, we recommend that you try out various styles of masks and
see what type works best for your child. Getting comfortable wearing a mask in the world before
returning to school will make wearing a mask at school much easier. Teachers will schedule outdoor
mask breaks throughout the day and the students will need to be able to take their mask off and put
it back on again properly (and without losing it!). We have heard from some parents that a “gaiter”
style mask is easy to use. Please practice mask-wearing with your child. All families are asked to send
in an extra mask along with their student’s extra change of clothes.
Outerwear:
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We are adding new outdoor learning spaces to our playgrounds and we will have our students
outside even more than usual this year. This means it is very important that you have a ready supply
of warm and appropriately sized rain and snow gear ready for your child in advance of the start of
school. Often older students are less inclined to wear clothing appropriate to the weather. Parents,
please take note!
Health Assessments:
As a reminder, we require a completed Health Assessment Record for every Early Childhood
student annually, and for all new students, and all rising 1st and 7th Grade students. If your child
falls into one of these groups, please email your updated Health Assessment (which is a standard
form that can be generated by your pediatrician) to office@waldorfct.org or mail it to the school at
40 Dodgingtown Rd. Newtown, CT 06470 by August 28. If your child’s next physical is scheduled
for after this date, please email us the date of the appointment.
Calendar:
The website calendar has been updated and our one-page calendar is attached to this email. For the
time being, all festivals will be celebrated during school hours by teachers and students only. If we
can invite parents to an event we will do so directly. We will also notify parents of any event that will
be shared via a video call.
The first day of school for Grades 1-8 is Wednesday, September 9. Wednesday and Thursday of this
week will be early dismissal days (12:35pm dismissal) and will be devoted to adjusting to being back
on campus with our new procedures in place. Friday will be a full day. Parents will be invited to a
required Zoom parent evening in advance of the start of school. Date and time TBD.
The first day of school for our Early Childhood students will be Thursday, September 10. All
parents will be invited to a required back-to-school Zoom call at 8 pm on September 1. Additionally,
parents will be invited to a supply drop-off/pick up day on Wednesday, September 9.
Finally, please note that the office is closed for vacation until August 7. We will be happy to answer
your questions upon our return!
Warmly,
The HVWS COVID-19 Task Force
Christina Dixcy, Alex Exley, Therese Lederer, Leslie Lew, Carrie Reilly, Sara Wiley

40 Dodgingtown Road, Newtown, CT 06470; 203-364-1113; fax 203-364-0630; office@waldorfct.org; www.waldorfct.org	
  

