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April 8, 2020 
Dear Parents, 
 
We’ve said it before, and we will say it again: You are doing a great job. You are doing your best and 
that is enough. It is okay if it doesn’t always feel that way. We are all overwhelmed and it is 
important to acknowledge the collective grief we are experiencing.  
 
Our teachers are doing their best as well, and we love them for it. This has been a tremendously 
taxing challenge and they have risen to it with grace. Each grade is handling distance learning in 
different ways, depending on the makeup of the class. We have assembled a document—attached 
and now published on our website—outlining the programs for each class as they currently exist. 
Our teachers are constantly sharing their experiences with each other and refining their processes as 
they go, so these details may change. It is a learning process for us all! 
 
School continues in a new way, but we all miss being on campus together. It is important to 
recognize the loss our students, especially, are feeling because of the physical separation from their 
friends and teachers. There are important milestones that, by necessity, are being postponed, 
cancelled, or reconfigured. We’d like to send all our love and applause to our 8th graders who—
instead of presenting their graduation projects in a packed Atrium filled with family and friends—
video-taped their presentations, which we will share with you shortly. And our hearts are with our 
3rd graders who were looking forward to their farm trip this spring and our early childhood “Sun 
Children” for whom this is the last year of Kindergarten. Our hearts are with all the children who 
are just missing playing on the playground with their friends, and with you, their parents, juggling 
work and children at home. 
  
Keeping our community together while we are apart is not only critical to our current social and 
emotional health, it is critical for the future of the school you hold dear. We have heard from a few 
parents wondering about continuing tuition payments. Yes, we are continuing to collect tuition, and 
yes, these questions are understandable as we undergo a massive disruption to our lives. At the same 
time, you have experienced the work and heart your teachers have poured into their continued 
support of our students. HVWS is a form of Community Supported Education; your financial 
commitment each year supports a whole community whose purpose is to provide a lasting education that 
cultivates resilient and creative human beings who are capable of free thinking, confident action, and deep connections 
with others and the world. We also understand this pandemic has disproportionately affected some 
families more than others. If you find yourself struggling to meet your tuition obligations, PLEASE 
reach out to us at leadership@waldorfct.org. 
 
Conversely, if you are in a position which allows you to support others in their time of need, please 
consider a donation to the Board of Trustees’ newly launched HVWS COVID-19 “Take Care” 
Emergency Assistance Fund (https://www.waldorfct.org/donate). Thank you so much to the 
families who have already donated. All donations received after March 30th will go directly to tuition 
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assistance for families whose circumstances have changed so suddenly. Please know the Business 
Office is busy processing credits for auxiliary programs such as Extended Care, after-school 
programs, hot lunches, etc. Thank you for your patience. 
 
As we knew would happen, we are beginning to receive reports of members of our community 
experiencing symptoms or testing positive for COVID-19. It has been many weeks since we were at 
school together so a risk of transmission through school is behind us and we would like to maintain 
privacy for our community members. Therefore, we will not share details of who is ill unless it 
becomes necessary to request specific forms of support for a family. We ask that you all hold the 
whole community in the light as we hope for health and healing. 
 
We are proceeding with Spring Break as scheduled. Our teachers jumped into this distance learning 
process headfirst and need a moment to pause and refresh before approaching what could very well 
be the remainder of the school year in this new reality. We continue to hold out hope that we will be 
together again before June, but at this point we do not know whether this will be possible, and our 
teachers must plan their classes accordingly. Our After-school Coordinator, Maria Green, is 
organizing a “Movement Week” of specialty class offerings for grades 1-8 to run over the break. 
Additionally, we have secured Leslie Cohen-Rubury, LCSW, to speak to our parents over Zoom on 
Tuesday, April 14 at 8 PM EST. Many of you have worked with her directly or were able to catch 
her amazingly helpful talk on raising resilient children at HVWS in 2018. Details of both to follow. 
 
Please remember to take care of yourselves as you manage everything else. 
 
Sending light and wishes for a happy Passover and Easter for all who celebrate, 
 
The Leadership Council and HVWS COVID-19 Task Force 
 


