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April 29, 2020 
Dear HVWS Community, 
 
We miss you. We miss your children. We miss our colleagues. The longer we are socially isolated, the 
more we all yearn for meaningful social interaction and human connection. It makes us appreciate 
what we have in our classrooms so much more!  
 
While not the same experience as gathering in a room together, our ongoing Zoom parent meetings 
and our Treats Tuesday mornings offer a bit of connection for parents (and don’t require 
babysitters) and we encourage you to join us. Please check with your class teacher if you are unsure 
of your class meeting time or login information. At our first Treats Tuesday this week we visited not 
only with some lovely humans, but with an adorable duckling and chick as well! This online 
gathering will recur each Tuesday at 9 AM. The dress code is pajama-casual and children (and pets) 
are welcome. 
 
We are grateful to Patricia Campbell, Danielle O’Neil, and Laura Wittmer for putting together a May 
Fair program for this Friday at noon. (Ms. Wittmer recorded a video of herself singing and dancing 
Hal ‘n Tow, shared it with her first graders, and they have been practicing over Zoom!) We hope 
you will gather with us—and the Waldorf community worldwide—to welcome Spring with a new 
incarnation of this beautiful annual tradition. Flowers are blooming and we should all be able to 
craft some lovely backyard May crowns to display on the call. Please send photos of your own May 
crowns and celebrations to bcadigan@waldorfct.org so we may share them with other Waldorf 
schools around the globe. Participants will be muted, and may dance, sing, or simply watch.  
 
We would like to take a moment to acknowledge HVWS alumni parent Nathalie Bennett. Nathalie 
has served on the Board of Trustees for seven years, most recently as our Vice President. She is an 
avid HVWS booster. In addition to serving as a Trustee, she served on the Spring Benefit 
Committee long after her son, Elliott, graduated in 2013, and she employs her prodigious design 
skills to create our beautiful print materials. While Natalie will continue as our designer and 
champion, she is stepping down from the Board of Trustees. We send her our deepest gratitude as 
she leaves this position. Nathalie is currently in the early stages of designing our yearbook and you 
may receive requests for photos of your class. More to come on this! 
 
We would also like to thank everyone who has provided financial support to community members 
in need through our HVWS COVID-19 “Take Care” Emergency Assistance Fund. Guidelines for 
the distribution of this fund are being developed and will be out prior to May invoices. If you are in 
a position to support families unable to meet their tuition obligations, please visit 
https://www.waldorfct.org/donate. If you need assistance paying tuition and have not already done 
so, please contact the leadership council at leadership@waldorfct.org. We’re all in this together! 
 

https://www.waldorfct.org/donate
mailto:leadership@waldorfct.org


 

40 Dodgingtown Road, Newtown, CT 06470; 203-364-1113; fax 203-364-0630; office@waldorfct.org; www.waldorfct.org 
 

While it sometimes feels like the country is accelerating toward reopening, we still do not know 
when we will be able to resume classes on campus. The HVWS leadership and COVID-19 Task 
Force are currently considering plans for various campus reopening scenarios. Per traditional 
Waldorf pedagogy, we are looking at all angles, from the whole to the parts. Our planning includes 
anticipating mandates that could be placed on schools to allow for a safe return to campus, 
mandates that could extend into the next school year. To work within the bounds of this 
uncertainty, our teachers are planning lessons with the assumption that we will not return to campus 
this year, while at the same time remaining hopeful that we will. 
 
To add to the uncertainty facing many families, a decision about the removal of religious exemptions 
for immunizations remains unclear. While the General Assembly announced that it will not be back 
in session before the constitutional adjournment at midnight on May 6, 2020, they may be back in 
special session at some point this summer or early fall to act on priority proposals from each 
committee. The removal of religious exemptions could fall into this category. We are taking this into 
account with our reopening scenarios. If you are a family who would be affected by a change to this 
law, and have re-enrollment questions, please contact Therese Lederer. As we plan for next year it is 
of the utmost importance that we have as much information as possible from our families regarding 
their re-enrollment plans. 
 
As much as possible during this difficult time, we are trying to extract what is positive. When 
confronted with a shuttered campus we asked, “What is something we can achieve on campus only 
when people are off campus?” The answer: grow grass! Facilities Manager David Demment and 
Dandelion Teacher Marcella Kapsaroff have been working together to make this happen. Marcella is 
a life-long gardener trained in Biodynamics, "a holistic, ecological, and ethical approach to farming, 
gardening, food, and nutrition," created by Rudolf Steiner. Dave and Marcella prepared the Grades 
and Early Childhood play yards with compost and composted hay. Marcella’s husband, Chris, then 
spread grass seed and Marcella spread two varieties of clover. Marcella also applied the Biodynamic 
Preparation 500 which she made with the Middle School students in the fall. Marcella explains that 
Preparation 500 is cow manure pressed into a cow's horn and buried in the garden from fall to 
spring. This preparation awakens the earthworms and we are happy to report that currently the 
seeds they sowed are sprouting! 
 
Warmly, 
The Leadership Council and HVWS COVID-19 Task Force 


