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April 1, 2020 
Dear Friends and Families of HVWS,  
 
THANK YOU. 
 
Thank you for being patient, flexible, and understanding during a time when questions only give way 
to more questions and when uncertainty seems the only thing that is certain. Thank you for 
continuing to support our school and one another. Thank you for taking care of your children and 
supporting our distance learning plans when we know you have your own unique challenges right 
now and everyone just wants return to normal life. 
 
Thank you to our faculty and staff: the Leadership Council, the College, the faculty and all of the 
school’s employees. There has been and continues to be so much vital work behind the scenes: task 
forces; conference calls; webinars about state and federal relief, Waldorf and independent school 
programs and best practices; check-ins with staff, students, and parents; and arrangements for deep 
cleaning of the campus to keep everyone safe and healthy.   
 
Our incredible faculty are rising to the challenge of adapting a Waldorf curriculum for multiple ages 
and grades so that it works as a distance learning program for our students, even incorporating new 
technologies, and assessing these new systems as they go. They have been open-minded and agile in 
their thinking, available to all of us for support, and have prepared materials that still embrace the 
spirit of our unique school model, while balancing the needs of their own children and families at 
home. The campus may be closed, but school has continued.  
 
In being part of this warm and generous community, we must also recognize our individual 
contributions and obligations. We need all of you. We are resolved to meet the challenges of this 
crisis and we ask that you stand with us and do the same. It will take hope and perseverance to reach 
what we believe are our most important goals—keeping our community healthy and our school 
intact. This is no small task. 
 
The effects of the coronavirus crisis on the economy have been swift and severe. We know some of 
you have been hit especially hard. If you are struggling to meet tuition deadlines, we will do all we 
can to support you.  
 

We do not want to lose a single family to financial hardship caused by this pandemic. 
 
Tuition payments have a direct correlation to faculty payroll and to the school’s future viability. 
While we are adhering to tuition agreements, we want to work with every family impacted 
economically by COVID-19.  We want to help your children remain at the school now, next year, 
and through graduation. Our hope is that this is a short-term crisis from which we will all recover. 
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At the same time, we are working to reduce expenses, applying for state and federal disaster loans, 
and continuing to reach out to foundations for grants and support. 
 
While tuition supports the bulk of our operating expenses (primarily salaries and buildings and 
grounds) another important way we fund our school is through giving. Traditionally, the Spring 
Benefit and the Annual Fund campaign have helped us meet our goals and bridge any funding gaps.  
But in this uncertain landscape, we are postponing these initiatives. While this is another financial 
blow, we are trying to see it as an opportunity.   
 
In place of the Spring Benefit and Annual Fund campaign, we are launching the HVWS COVID-19 
“Take Care” Emergency Assistance Fund. All donations received after March 30th will be allocated 
toward emergency tuition assistance. If you—or anyone you know who loves our school—have the 
means to support families who are vulnerable right now, your generosity will help see us through 
this crisis and keep our community whole. 
 
To give, please visit: www.waldorfct.org/donate. 
 
We hope we will be able to gather in person in the not-so-distant future knowing we handled an 
awful and difficult situation with as much grace and generosity as we could muster, modeling the 
resilience, confident action, and building of deep connections that our school works to cultivate in 
our children. 
 
Deliberate and careful thought and action are fundamental to the culture of a Waldorf school. At 
this moment, we are all trying to take extra care in all we do: in what we say to our children to make 
them feel safe and supported; in how we treat one another; in being thoughtful in our decisions in 
managing daily life. In taking care of those who rely on us, please also remember also to take care of 
yourselves as much as you are able.  
 
We are all in this together and will continue to take care of one another. 
 
The Housatonic Valley Waldorf School Board of Trustees and Leadership Council 
 
www.waldorfct.org/donate 
 
 


