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March 11, 2021 
Dear HVWS Families, 
 
We are writing to inform you that the College of Teachers, with the recommendation of the 
COVID-19 Task Force, has made the decision to close school on Tuesday and Wednesday, March 
30th and 31st, to allow faculty and staff to attend--and potentially recover from--the Newtown 
Health District’s second dose COVID-19 vaccination clinic for educators. 
 
The clinic will take place on Tuesday the 30th and there is the very real possibility that multiple 
individuals will experience side effects from the second dose. In addition to participating in the 
clinic, our faculty and staff will be engaged in virtual re-accreditation meetings with the Connecticut 
Association of Independent Schools (CAIS) and the Association of Waldorf Schools of North 
America (AWSNA) on March 29-31. We made the decision to close on the 30th and 31st in light of 
the complicated logistics of arranging school-wide substitutes around these many considerations. 
 
Thank you for your commitment to our dedicated teachers, all of whom have been working hard to 
keep your children safe every day. This is an important step that will bring a much-anticipated 
additional level of protection to our school community, as well as alleviating some level of anxiety 
for our teachers and staff. We know notice for the last such closure was very last-minute and are 
anxious to give you as much advanced notice as possible to plan for this second disruption. Grade 
school teachers will arrange to send work home with students for these days. 
 
While it is a great relief to offer this protection to our educators, it will not result in substantive 
changes to our COVID-19 protocols for the duration of the school year. Not everyone on campus 
is vaccinated, and while the studies on COVID-19 vaccines show great efficacy when it comes to 
preventing serious illness, studies are still ongoing regarding their effect on transmission. The 
Connecticut State Department of Education and Public Health Department have been excellent 
about sharing timely updates and recommendations with schools. If state guidance indicates a 
loosening of preventative measures is warranted as vaccination rates increase, we will certainly re-
evaluate our guidelines. 
 
Thank you again for your continued support of our teachers and staff as well as your flexibility with 
this process. 
 
In health, 
 
The HVWS COVID-19 Task Force 


