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November 9, 2020 
Dear HVWS Families, 
 
As you should be aware, COVID-19 rates in Connecticut are sharply on the rise. Many of the towns 
in which we live are now in the “red” zone. However, this does not mean that schools will 
necessarily need to move to distance learning. The Department of Education and Department of 
Public Health remain very supportive of schools continuing to offer in-person learning and are 
advising schools to use positivity rates as just one part of the decision-making process. 
 
While switching our grade school classes to remote learning and/or modifying the school day 
schedule in response to local rates is a question with which we are currently grappling, one thing that 
would absolutely trigger a temporary campus closure is a positive case on campus. While we have 
not had any positive cases yet, at least half of the CAIS schools with which we are in regular contact 
have and it is very likely we will at some point as well. If and when we experience our first case, we 
do not need to panic. The following is a reminder of what to do if your child is sick and how we 
would proceed should we have a positive case on campus. 
 
Who needs to get tested? 
• Any student or staff member who develops any key COVID-19 symptoms—fever of 100.4 or 
more, chills, uncontrolled new cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, loss of taste or 
smell—should consult with a physician and seek a COVID-19 test.  
• Anyone awaiting the results of a COVID-19 test should remain at home until they receive a 
negative result. Result times are lengthening as cases and testing increase.  
 
What will we do if we have a positive case? 
• We will notify the local health department. 
• We will notify the entire school community and take 1 or 2 snow days (across the entire campus) 
to determine next steps. We would use the Honeywell Alert System as part of this notification. We 
will not share personally identifiable information in any school-wide communications. 
• We would conduct contact tracing in conjunction with the local health department and follow up 
with direct notification to any close contacts. 
• Close contacts would need to quarantine for 2 weeks from the date of exposure. (Close contacts 
living in the same household as a sick individual might need to quarantine for longer.) 
• Any class or cohort that needs to switch to distance learning would do so on day 3. All parents will 
be notified about the timing for their child’s classes resuming on campus or online. 
• Any class may need to switch to a distance learning model if we do not have sufficient on-campus 
staff to support in-person learning for that class. 
 
What is a close contact? 
• People can be contagious during the two days prior to the onset of symptoms. 
• A close contact is described as anyone who has been within 6 feet of a contagious individual for 15 
minutes. This is a cumulative 15 minutes in a 24-hr. period and is a guidepost only. A close contact 
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may spend less time in closer quarters (such as a car) or more time farther spread out (such as in the 
same classroom for the entire day). 
• A contact of a contact is not a contact. For example, if there are two siblings in a household and 
the first sibling was in close contact with a sick classmate, the second sibling, who was not 
themselves in close contact with the sick student, is not considered a close contact. 
 
As a reminder, travel restrictions are in place and the Governor is advising that we avoid all non-
essential out-of-state travel. Additionally, private gatherings are now capped at 10 people. Please 
keep all of this in mind when considering upcoming holiday plans. Currently one can test out of a 
travel quarantine with a negative PCR test but again, turn-around time for tests is increasing. Anyone 
who does travel, or engage in any activity outside of the home, should do so with the utmost care 
for COVID-19 mitigation strategies. The full travel advisory can be found here: 
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/travel 
 
We cannot stress this enough: anyone who travels to a high-risk area may not return to school until 
the required quarantine has been fulfilled. Please notify the office if your family’s plans will affect 
your child’s attendance. 
 
 We have updated our Community Health and Campus Operational Plan to clarify some of the steps 
above. The current plan is posted to the Current Parents page of our website and is available here: 
https://www.waldorfct.org/wp-content/uploads/HVWS-COVID-19-Operational-Plan-Revision-3-
November-9-2020.pdf 
 
As always, please be rigorous about the Daily Attestation of Health, attached. 
 
Thank you for your support and patience. 
 
In health,  
The HVWS COVID-19 Task Force 
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