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December 16, 2020 
Dear HVWS Families, 
 
We have so much to be thankful for as we enter the holiday season: a committed faculty and staff, 
an engaged and vibrant student body, a beautiful campus, invested parents and friends, a steadfast 
Board, a loyal alumni base. The list goes on. But this year, we are all counting our blessings with 
even greater gratitude.   
 
When we set out in late August with the goal of remaining on campus for as long as possible, we 
knew there would be hurdles to overcome: changes to teaching modalities, including teaching 
outdoors; modifications to our calendar, our festival life, fundraising events, and community 
gatherings; adjustments to our day-to-day interactions and behaviors. By all accounts our community 
has met the challenges with resounding resilience. 
 
As we prepare for the holiday break, we are happy to report that we have reached of our goal of 
providing in-person learning from September to December, 4 months, 15 weeks, 69 days!  Our 
resolve is strong to repeat this accomplishment this winter into spring. Please include this goal on 
your list of intentions entering the new year; every bit helps. 
 
You may be aware that the CDC recently updated their quarantine guidance for individuals who 
have been in close contact with someone who tested positive for COVID-19, shortening the 
required quarantine time with the addition of testing. This change still targets the most infectious 
period, but it opens a window for a small risk in transmission during those last few days. The change 
was made in the hope that it would increase greater compliance, on the whole offsetting this risk. 
The State of Connecticut has not yet released its own updated guidance in response. We expect an 
update from the state shortly. At the moment--and for the foreseeable future--we will continue to 
require a 14-day quarantine period from the date of last contact with an infectious individual. 
 
While Connecticut is reassessing quarantine requirements for close contacts, the state is also 
reviewing its current travel advisory. We expect an update to this advisory in the next few days as 
well. If you must travel over the break, please keep abreast of the current advisory so that you are 
aware of any changes. If any travel will require your child to miss school after break, please let us 
know in advance. 
 
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/travel 
 
As always, please continue to err on the side of caution with any activities outside of the 
home.  
 
During the break, we still need you to continue to report any positive COVID-19 test results to the 
school as:  

https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/travel
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• depending on the timing of the illness, we may need to alert other families of an exposure, 
and 

• we need to report student and staff positives to the department of public health, regardless 
of whether an individual is at home or at school. 

 
As a reminder, you should absolutely seek a test if you develop any one of the following symptoms: 
fever of 100.4 or more, chills, uncontrolled new cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, loss 
of taste or smell. A negative antigen test (most rapid tests are antigen tests) in a symptomatic 
individual, or an individual who has been in close contact with a positive case, should be followed-
up with a molecular (PCR) test for confirmation. 
 
As a reminder, the Daily Attestation of Health is attached to this email. Thank you for your 
continued support and vigilance! You have directly helped us reach December break with all classes 
on campus. 
 
Wishing you a happy, healthy, and restful holiday break, 
 
The HVWS COVID-19 Task Force 


